THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

hundred bombs a minute in one ten-minutes9 action.
On the night of June 13, it was stated a few days
later, they were bombing bridges, railways, road
junctions, etc., over the whole area from the east of
Rouen to the Maginot line. cDense traffic moving
over the enemy's communication system/ an earlier
bulletin had stated (May 22), 6was again heavily
attacked during last night by large bomber forces of
the Royal Air Force. The objectives included rail-
way junctions, marshalling yards, and bridges over
a wide area in Germany radiating eastwards from
Aachen. Similar targets in the immediate rear of
the battle area were also heavily bombed, notably
roads and bridges across the Meuse in the region of
Namur and Dinant.3
Even then, however, though our bombers' first
task was to afford all possible support to the hard-
pressed armies of the Allies, they were able to aim an
occasional blow at the class of objective which began
to absorb increased attention in the next stage of the
operations. In the night of May 17, for instance, they
bombed the oil storage depots at Hamburg and
Bremen, a feat repeated by aircraft of the Coastal
Command on the following night, when those of the
Bomber Command raided the oil tanks at Misburg
(Hanover). They bombed oil plants again on the
night of June 3, 4 and 5 while the battle in France
was still raging. They found time, too, to range
farther afield and to strike at aircraft works in Turin
and Milan on the night of June 11. In general, how-
ever, the role of our bombers up to the middle of June
was ancillary to the operations of the Allied armies.
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